CHARACTERISTICS  HOLY  CHILD  PRESCHOOL

CURRICULUM BASED ON LITERATURE

The most effective tool for teaching language is quality literature.  Books, poems, and the lyrics of songs provide examples of proper written language and serve as the model for oral language.  Quality literature is present throughout the entire day and selections are related to a theme and are of various genres.
PRINT-RICH ENVIRONMENT
Functional, meaningful, and relevant print is everywhere.  The children learn to read by reading and to write by writing, so it is the teacher’s job to provide as many opportunities as possible for reading and writing.
CHILD-CENTERED CURRICULUM
Students are respected for who they are, where they come from, how they talk, and their experiences.  The atmosphere is non-threatening, supportive and warm.  Children are encouraged to take risks without fear of failure. Students take responsibility for making choices that will meet their listening needs and allow them to practice what they have learned effectively.

ACTIVE LEARNING

Students participate in hands–on activities and interact with their peers.  They have more opportunities to experiment with language.  Respond to literature, and become more involved in their desire to learn more about the worls in which they live.
INTERCONNECTED LANGUAGE ARTS
All modes of communication are interconnected throughout the day.  The child’s meaningful interactions with the environment are blended with reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
SKILLS   TAUGHT  IN  CONTEXT
The nature and versatility of thematic and integrated instructional days creates the opportunity for many skills to be modeled, taught, and reinforced.  In this way, skills are taught when students have a reason to learn them in the context of the integrated lesson.  Skills are more readily internalized when practiced in context, rather thn drilled in isolation.
SELF-ESTEEM ENHANCEMENT
Positive self-esteem abounds in a child-centered classroom.  When curriculum is relevant and motivating, students are eager to learn.  Taking responsibility for learning is a foundation of the child’s self-esteem.

HOLY  CHILD  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL

The philosophy of the program is one in which each child is considered a unique person, made in the image and likeness of God, with an individual learning style, and timing of growth and development.  These different learning

styles are expected, accepted and used to design age appropriate activities.

The activities are designed to promote self-esteem and positive feelings through learning.  The experiences meet children’s needs and stimulate learing in all areas of development: social, emotional, intellectual, physical and spiritual.

Family and school cooperate in creating an atmosphere that reflects the Spirit of Jesus, where each child may develop a deep faith in God.  Chief among our purposes at Holy Child is to have the child understand that they are a Child of God.
The classroom environment will encourage active exploration and interaction with adults, children and materials as children work in large and small groups as well as individually.  The children will be self directed as they will be able to select many of their own activities.  Problem solving and experimentation with materials and ideas will be encouraged.

DISCIPLINE
Matters of discipline will be addressed through positive techniques such as, modeling, encouraging expected behavior, redirecting and setting clear limits.  Positive social skills will be reinforced by cooperating, helping to negotiate and talking with the person involved in order to solve interpersonal problems.

SKILL AREAS
An integrated, age appropriate, approach to teaching language arts, math, science and social studies will be used.

PRESCHOOL COMPETENCIES


LISTENING

· listens when teachers are talking or reading a story

· listens when another child is speaking

· listens during a group discussion

· follows one or more step directions

· demonstrates understanding of directions

SPEAKING

· speaks in complete sentences

· talks in small and large group situations

· asks questions

· relates an experience verbally

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

· follows classroom rules

· cooperates with guided activities

· responds appropriately to directions

· shares attention

· works and plays cooperatively

· waits turn

· respects rights and feelings of others

· participates in whole group activities

· completes task

· attempts new tasks

· shows respect for personal and school property

· demonstrates positive self-esteem

· demonstrates positive attitude toward school and learning

· demonstrates responsibility for self

VALUES OF LEARNING CENTER
READING CENTER
The reading center is a natural environment for building literacy skills, including:

*Phonemic awareness

*Experience the features and functions of language and how language    

  relates to print

*Listening and speaking skills

*Conventions of print

*Understanding that print conveys meaning

*Phonological skills

*Structural analysis

*Comprehension skills

*Storytelling

*Exposure to different genres

*Developing imagination

WRITING CENTER

At the writing center, the children learn about the concepts of print and the alphabet.  They are experimenting with the conventions of print and the features and functions of language.  Following are other important concepts children learn:

          * Prereading skills

          *Sentence structure

*Language skills

*Expression feelings through writing

         *Organizational skills

*Story development

*Fine motor skills

*Speaking skills

*Listening skills

*Imagination and creativity

*Problem solving

MATH CENTER

As children explore the math center environment and materials, they  investigate and examine questions, reason out solutions, and apply what they learn. Following are important skills and concepts the children learn:

*Sorting and classifying

*Hypothesizing

*Drawing conclusions

*Categorizing

*Understanding patterns

*Graphing

*Quantity

*Geometry

*Measurement

SCIENCE CENTER

The science environment allows all children to learn and explore, no matter what their developmental level.  They are learning the following skills and concepts:

*Describing objects and events

*Asking questions

*Constructing and testing explanations

*Communicating ideas

*Observing

*Comparing

*Classifying

*Inferring

*Measuring

*Predicting

*Interpreting






ART CENTER

Important concepts developed at the art center include:


*Patterning


*Spatial relations


*Fine and gross motor skills


*Creative use of art materials


*Prewriting strategies

*Creativity and Imagination

BUILDING CENTER

Important concepts children learn in the building center include:


*Spatial relations


*Measurement


*Size


*Symmetry


*Balance


*Weight


*Gravity


*Cause and effect


*Fine and gross motor skills


*Organization


*Creativity


*Problem solving


*Language skills

DRAMATIC PLAY CENTER
In this center, the children explore the environment and use actions to      express their thoughts. Children gain critical literacy and academic skills as they work together in this center.  Other important skills and concepts include:

*Making choices

*Cooperating

*Problem solving

*Planning

*Role playing

*Sharing and compromising

*Using imagination

*Communicating

*Connecting ideas and experiences

*Enriching vocabulary

*Organizing information

WHAT  DO  I  NEED   TO DO  TO  REGISTER?
Our preschool accepts children who are three or four years old with birth dates before September 1 of the year they are enrolling.  The birth requirement assures that the child will spend no more than two years in preschool and will be of the proper age to enter kindergarten.  Children must be toilet trained to begin class.
Children can be enrolled in one of the following options:

· A Pre-K five day morning session for 4 / 5 year olds who will be entering 

Kindergarten the following August / September.

· A Pre-K full day five day session for children who will be eligible for kindergarten the following August / September.  8:45 AM until 2:45 PM.

--- Students in this program can join the elementary students in our Extended Day Service from 2:45 PM until 6:00 PM.

· A 3 day Morning or Afternoon preschool session for children who are three years old and will not be eligible for kindergarten for two years. 
This program operates Monday – Tuesday – Wednesday from 8:45 AM until  11:15 ( AM ) or 12:30 PM until 3:00 ( PM ). 

HOLY CHILD PRESCHOOL SCHEDULE

A.M. ARRIVAL 8:45 a.m...........................................DISMISSAL 11:15 a.m.

P.M. ARRIVAL 12:30 p.m...........................................DISMISSAL 3:00 p.m.

8:45-9:00 A.M.                   SOCIALIZATION                         12:30-1:00 P.M.


Greet children and parents. Children choose from a variety of free choice activities where they engage in cooperative play.
9:00-9:15 A.M.                FAITH FORMATION                        1:00-1:15 P.M.


Through prayers and stories of Jesus, children become aware of God’s unique love for them and their own distinctiveness. 

9:15-9:45 A.M.                        CIRCLE TIME                            1:15-1:45 P.M.


Assign weekly “jobs”, calendar, flag, weather, sharing, and read related literature and/or chart, chant, or poem. Discuss morning/afternoon news.

9:45-10:15 A.M.               LEARNING CENTERS                    1:45-2:15 P.M.


Children rotate through different centers. Centers provide small group and individual hands-on activities designed to stimulate skill development. They include experiences in small motor development, language arts, math, social studies, science, art, cooking, and creative drama.

10:15-10:30 A.M.                SNACK TIME


           2:15-2:30 P.M. 

10:30 A.M-10:45 A.M.     LARGE GROUP ACTIVITIES       2:30-2:45 P.M.


Indoor or outdoor large group activities including music, parachute play, large motor development, ball handling, and games.
10:45-11:00 A.M.           PREPARE FOR DISMISSAL            2:45-3:00 P.M.


Children visit mailboxes, get organized for dismissal, end with song or finger play.
