Holy Child Catholic School

220 Station Street

Bridgeville, PA 15017
July 24, 2011

Dear Parent(s),

Welcome to a new school year!  The heat wave has not stopped those working on getting the building ready for school but it has slowed all of us down!  We also spent some time attending the funeral services and Mass for Father Yagesh’s mother who died and was buried last week.  Father, and his family, requested that donations in Mrs. Amelia Yagesh’s memory be made to the school’s Angel Fund for which we are most grateful.
Enclosed in this mailing you should find a school calendar for the year, a Spiritwear order form, a Market Day order form for those who do not order on line, and a Tuition Acknowledgement for your family as well as info on the HCC Yard Sale.  In addition I have asked Mrs. Dugan to start posting the “News You Can Use” newsletters at www.holychildcatholic.org  which is our website.  I am hoping that you will check regularly over the next few weeks because that will be the best way for me to get information to you without spending a lot of postage and time stuffing envelopes.  We will gladly mail paper copies to any family requesting them.  We will also list a calendar of events / activities that have already been scheduled so that you may plan accordingly.
Over the summer Mr. Sullivan has seen to the painting of the school library and Father Yagesh has approved the purchase of a new carpet for the main room as well as the resealing of the gym floor.  We will be adding four computers to the library to give children access to the online research opportunities.   Mr. Chabala has spent many hours working on all of the computers in the building seeing that they are ready for the new school year.  This year we joined an AIU Consortium that was awarded an E-Grant to upgrade internet access in schools.  Comcast has installed a fiber optic cable which will allow us to do online classes and educational (virtual) field trips among other things.  We are looking forward to connecting to an elementary school in Australia and one in Ireland.
In addition we have subscribed to The Accelerated Reader, K to the 8th Power: computer Literacy, First in Math which will be available to everyone in K to 8.  Criterion Writing continues for Levels 5 to 8.  We have added a new program designed to improve the silent fluency in our readers.  Reading Plus, as well as the previously mentioned programs, has a teacher management system which will give teachers data on student progress, strengths and weaknesses.  AR is not a new program to us.  It is one we dropped when we didn’t have access to the Internet in every classroom.  Children were not using it as they should because they had to go to the computer room to do so.  The programs are not cheap so we waited until we had the wireless internet throughout the building before we brought it back.  
Our after School / Extended Day Program will be centered in the Library this year. In addition to doing their homework students will have access to the library computers. Chess, Scrabble and other board games to promote higher level thinking skills are also scheduled.  The gym will  be used for physical exercise  activities as well as special after school programs.. 

A Gently Worn Uniform Sale will be held on August 13th and 14th after all of the Masses.  The clothing will also be available on Monday, August 15th the Feast of the Assumption.  If you have clothing to donate you may bring it to school on Friday, August 12th or when you come to pick up your Market Day order on the 13th.  We prefer that you do not bring the items earlier than Friday, the 12th because we really do not have a place to store clothing.   If you would like to help set up the Sale in the school cafeteria on the 12th please let me know.  All $$$ donations for the clothing is given to the PTG for their use in meeting the expenses incurred throughout the school year.  
Some early dates to put on your calendar include:
August: 

Spirit wear Sales Form are in this mailing.   While the deadline is listed as September 16th  I’d like to move it up to September 9th with your help.  This gives you seven weeks to decide what your family might need.
25th    First day of school for Levels 1 to 8 /   11:30 Dismissal

26th   Second day of school for Levels 1 to 8 / 11:30 Dismissal.
27th   HCC PTG’s Annual Yard Sale in the school parking lot.  7am until 1:00pm.
28th   Holy Child Parish Picnic.  Free Hot dogs, corn, cake, beverages and lots 

         of fun!  1:00 until dusk.  Sponsored by the HC Knights of Columbus.
29th   First full day of school for Levels 1 to 8.
         Kindergarten students will be scheduled for a ½ hour meeting with their 

         teacher on August 29 and 30th. .Parents will get a schedule.                   

30th   Meet the Teacher Night 7:30pm, Levels K to 8.
Sept 1 &2    Preschool Meet the Teacher  9:30 until 11:00 AM  / Teachers will schedule .
29th- Sept 4th~ Mylan Classic at Southpointe.
            We are one of the nonprofits who are listed in the menu when people purchase the ground or club passes.  Please let friends and family know that when they buy passes the nonprofit gets 100 % of the cost of the admission. The classic has many events where the Pass can be used. 
Think of Us!  Check out their website www.mylanclassic.com.
31st/ Sept. 1st ~ First days of Kindergarten are on a split class schedule.
Sept. 2nd   First full day for the whole Kindergarten class to come together.
Preschool students begin the week after Labor Day.  We start on a staggered schedule and teachers will mail you the initial information.
August 31st- Sept 21st ~ Magazine Sales begins. This is a FSF fundraiser and anyone renewing or buying another magazines gets  35% FSF credit for every magazine they sell.  If you are renewing now our ordering information is on the website.  

The first day for the Breakfast Program and Extended Day is Monday, August 29.  We do not have a breakfast or hot lunch program on Early Dismissal dates. We will staff the Extended Day service on Early Dismissal dates if there is enough interest by families for using the service at that time






Sincerely,







Sister Barbara Anne Quinn, RSM
