Holy Child’s News You Can Use 2011 -2012:                July, 2011                                  
… In 2011 – 2012 our After School Programs will be centered in the Library Media Center on the 2nd Floor of the school.  Now that we are able to release the door lock from the wireless phone, and now that we have computers in the library, as well as the computer room, this will be an ideal place for homework, research and some structured “fun”!  The after school programs include our Extended Day students. 

Computer based programs that will be available include:

Reading Plus!

Much has been published about the importance of oral fluency for success in reading but far less is written about silent reading fluency and its importance.  We are happy to report that we have added a supplemental reading web based program to our curriculum beginning at the 3rd Level (Intermediate Department).
 “Reading Plus® picks up where phonics and oral reading instruction leave off, providing rapid and sustainable comprehension and silent reading fluency gains. The system’s assessments, individualized dynamic intervention, and progress monitoring provide the solutions needed to effectively identify and remediate struggling students, as well as others who could benefit from silent reading fluency development.” Copied from their website.  
… In the early 70’s I was part of a Baldwin -Whitehall Curriculum Development Team who worked on guidelines for a Perceptual Development Program to be used in the Primary classroom.  Many of the strategies we developed for struggling readers at that time have been incorporated in the development of this program.  When I initially did an overview of the program I was struck with the fact that so many years later we are still trying to meet the goals and objectives that we focused on at that time. I was also struck by how well this program accomplishes what we tried to do before computers became available in schools.
… This program was purchased through the AIU with Title I supplemental funding and will be used by students during the school day and also in after school study groups. It has a teacher management system built into it therefore teachers will be able to track the continuous progress of each child as they move through the system.  Unlike a report card data compiled can be reviewed daily if a teacher felt that doing it that often would be beneficial.   The funding includes teacher training and the teachers in the Intermediate Department will be in-serviced before the school year begins. 
… We are grateful that the company was willing to let us “pilot the program” by giving us a reduced rate.  Programs as effective as this one, with management systems in place, are usually sold in much larger quantities than we can use.  It is still a very expensive program and I am sure that they hope that when we see how effective the program is we will be able to spread the word to other schools.  
… We like the fact we will have real data to share with parents when questions arise about reading progress!  The data available through the program will be similar to what  can be found on a standardized test in that students from all over the country were assessed and their data used as a baseline to measure progress..
Accelerated Reader

We have renewed our subscription to the Accelerated Reader Enterprise which is the web based version of the original AR program.  This is an excellent and expensive program which we dropped when we did not have the capability to have it available for use in every classroom. (Could not be used as effectively when classes had to move to the computer room to use it).  

Thanks to the dedication and hard work of Mr. Steve Chabala we have an all school wireless system that has made it possible to have internet connected computers in every classroom.  Because all of the rooms are connected it is now possible to use this powerful program throughout the day by all students whether they are in the library, computer room, a classroom or in an after school program.  It is truly amazing to see how things are now connected!   All of this is possible also because people like Isabella and Ben Betten’s Uncle Ed Bogat, also a brother of a teacher in another catholic school, and Mrs. Joie Rupinsky were able to give our name when a few companies were upgrading their computers.  The donated hardware allowed us to fit a Computer Lab with 20 computers and still have enough to set computers up in every classroom plus the library.   Each time we received a new set of computers we were able to recycle the ones that needed to be retired.  We are looking forward to the year and all that will be offered as we put the fiber optic internet connection to the test. 
The Accelerated Reader allows children to take a test on almost any library book they have read.  A series of 10 questions supplies the program with the data necessary to estimate the progress being made in comprehension, as well as whether the student may be at risk or is proficient in the skills tested.  When we first began to use AR the tests had to be purchased separately or in a collection on a floppy disk.  It was difficult to purchase the number of tests needed to satisfy our students reading habits.  By the time we were ready to trade them in for the web based version we had over 1500 tests.
This represented several thousand dollars spent over the years acquiring what was needed to just partially match tests with books read by our students.  The current program lists thousands of books both fiction, nonfiction and includes a basal reader set of tests also.  
As with Reading Plus this AR’s teacher management system gives teachers good data to judge the progress made by the students.  It alerts us to whether or not they are At-Risk, Advanced or Proficient in their reading skills.The data can then be used to develop strategies to improve their progress when necessary.  

Criterion Writing  used by students in 5th through 8th year this online program guides students through the writing process.  Their grammar is corrected immediately as well as the entire paper’s format allowing the student almost instant feed back on their progress as a writer.
K to the 8th Power

K to the 8th is a Computer Literacy web based program  that allows the student to master the systems in Microsoft Office as well as using content level assignments to practice what they are learning while working in Word, Excel, Power Point, etc.  here again with the availability of computers in each classroom students will be able to have this program assigned as as a Learning Center Choice for reading, writing or math.  
