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Thank You to all who were able to sell the lottery tickets we sent home on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.   If you still have them, sold or unsold, please turn them into the office by Thursday, December 1.  The first Dec winner will be pulled that night at 7:00 pm.   Our PTG Lottery tickets are always available.  Those who know lottery payouts say that we offer good prizes.  We would truly like to be able to have a winner every day.  In order for that to happen, and for us to profit from the program, we need to sell all of our tickets.   We are beginning to sell the Semi-annual tickets. This is a great way to have a number every night from January 1 until June 30.  159 chances to win with winning twice a real possibility!   If you have an elderly relative or friend who watches the nightly news consider giving them a “semi-annual” for Christmas. If you buy them in December your cost is $25.00.  You get 1 month free or 6 months for the price of 5 months.  50%  of  the price of the ticket is credited to your FSF quota.
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If it’s Advent already Christmas is just around the Corner!  Yes, it is beginning to sound a lot like Christmas especially on Tuesday’s in our school. Both the Band and the general music classes have been practicing for their concerts.   The dates and times are as follows:

Wednesday, December 7th the Instrumental Music  Advanced Group have been

                           invited to play for the Holy Child Christian Mothers & Ladies

                           Guild’s  Christmas Luncheon at Peter’s Place.  
Tuesday, December 13th  at  7:30 pm the Beginner and Advanced Instrumental

                            Music Groups will entertain us with the sounds of the season.
Tuesday, December 20th at 12:30 pm the Christmas Choral Concert will take 

                            place in the school gym. 
In addition to music we have also scheduled:
Thursday and Friday, December 1 & 2, the PTG’s annual Santa Shoppe arrives.  This event was begun by a mother in 1989 and continues to be less of a fund raiser and more of a special activity for the children. They enjoy selecting gifts for the special people in their lives and then, as they get older, selecting a few things for themselves, too.

· Children in 5 Day Preschool and K through 3 will shop  on Thursday Dec. 1.   The schedule runs from 8:30 am until 12:30 pm  (with Third Year starting at 11:50 after their lunch.)  Mrs. Dugan will contact volunteers who are needed each day.  
· Children in 4th through 8th will shop on Friday, Dec. 2nd.  3 Day Preschool can come either day and shop when they get here.

Reminder:  On Thursdays at 1:00 you are always invited to come and pray with us at the all school Mass in Holy Child Church.   Please mark your calendar for a time change on Thursday, December 8. When there is a Holy Day of Obligation we attend the 9:30 am Parish Mass. December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and Mass will be at 9:30 am not 1;00 pm.
News continued:

ENJOY Books  are still being sold by the PTG and are sold for $27 per book.  We have them in stock and they can be picked up at the Food For Thought Table after Sunday Masses as well as in the school’s office during the week.  Mrs. Andrea Betten can answer your questions concerning the books.  We credit your account with 25% of the total purchase going to the FSF quota.

Our MARKET DAY pick up is Saturday, Dec. 3 from  10:30 until  11:30 am in the gym.  If you have never been to our pick-up stop and visit …. there are usually extras to buy  …. Come and visit our MARKET DAY!   Better yet, come and volunteer between 9:00 and 10:30 when we unload the truck and pack the orders.  
SARRIS CHRISTMAS CANDY orders can be picked up at the Parish Center behind the school on Monday, December 12.  Please try to stop between 8:30 am and 4:00 pm while the parish secretary is available to  help you. The next best times to go are between 6:00 and 9:00 pm when the door is answered by students who work there. They will be able to help you get your order.  Thank you for ordering Sarris’ candy this year.
The Apples for the Students Program is reminding us to register Giant Eagle Advantage Cards so that our school receives points which can be redeemed at the end of the year for equipment.  Our school code is 0464.  Call 1-800-474-4777 to register your Advantage Card or go to www.gianteagle.com and scroll down to “Apples for the Students" Taking the time to do this will definitely help us get credited with more points to trade in for educational equipment.  THANK YOU!  Please note that even if you have registered another school you can register ours too!  Have you asked your family to help us out by registering? Grandparents like to help wherever possible.  It is a relatively simple matter and does not require you to do anything else.  

Mrs. Colleen Jameson  is our Advancement Director having volunteered to do so part time for us.  She has our Preschool information in a Google Ad already and is working on putting our name in local day cares where they might not know we have a preschool.  .  Getting the word out is often labor intensive so ask her how you can help.  “Word of Mouth”  is still the best way to advertise the programs we offer.  Placing ads, Outdoor Advertising Bill Boards,  etc., are expensive. Some schools  have a benefactor that pays for or does the advertising which is certainly a great gift.  We were lucky enough to have our school mentioned in a 30 sec spot on a local TV station thanks to Ms. Audrey Guskey, one of our parishioners.  She did the piece herself for her show. 

We currently have business card ads in four of the IN Community Magazines. We are on the wall at Peter’s Place and send our information out to the papers in hopes that they will be interested.  The Chartiers Valley Patch has been here several times and posted events on line in their News section.  We often turn down advertising opportunities because the budget is depleted. ( Our 4 ads X 4 issues in INCommunity per year is almost $2,000 and that’s the going rate for nonprofits!)   If you are in Marketing, or that was your profession at one time, and you can help Mrs. Jameson please stop and see us.
The school’s operating budget is dependent on three sources of income 

· #1  is Tuition.  Tuition is that amount you promised to pay when you signed the tuition acknowledgement.  It is critical that we remain on your “priority list” when it’s time to pay bills each month.  Our bills come due each month also so we are depending on you to get the tuition to us by the 10th of the month.  
· #2 is the Parish Subsidy.   The diocesan financial guidelines for schools suggests that a subsidy should be no more than 25% of our budget. In some months ours is considerably higher which is due to tuition or fundraising goals having not been met that month.  While we are very fortunate that the parish steps in to support us we are expected to balance out the next month.    If we are not a priority on your list when paying bills we can’t “balance out” .  Thank you for getting your check to us early in the month!

· #3  is Fundraising.  Since 1994 we have supported a Fair Share Fundraising model that does not require you to participate in ever fundraiser which can give credit to your FSF quota.  This makes us different from many places where all fundraisers are to be supported.  We have always trusted that you will meet your quota using the ones you feel most comfortable using.  Currently  our fund raising income is lower than projected for the year.  We need your help to catch up.  While we continue to keep a record of what you have raised in our SCRIP account that which is over and above your FSF quota that can be credited to your tuition account cannot be posted on your statement until we  close the gap in our fundraising totals.  Whenever you can list “school” on the FSF credit line to help us get caught up.   Every little, or big, gift helps!  Thank You!   
