
    July 29, 2011

Fiber Optic comes to Holy Child!

When school starts in August we will be using the newer Internet connection enabling us to add video conferencing, online classes and educational (virtual) field trips to enhance the way we present our curriculum goals and objectives.  We talked about it in the letter to parents that is included in this mailing.  
… What we are doing is known as a “blended learning “approach in educational circles.  It combines face-to-face facilitation with online instruction.  It also provides technology activities with the assistance of computers, wireless internet devices such as satellite television channels, videoconferencing, and other emerging electronic media.  Learners and teachers work together to improve the quality of learning and teaching.  The ultimate goal of blended learning is to provide realistic, practical opportunities for students.

… A blended learning environment offers the best of both worlds – a physical meeting place where some teaching and learning is scheduled in face to face classrooms and where other courses are conducted online in a computer lab or customized learning space.  Blended learning environments, as they operate today, are still bound by space and time with the traditional school schedules, but they create a new and exciting option for today’s students.  
      We will look for opportunities throughout the year, to fit this technology into the schedule at each level but our emphasis in this first year will be on the upper level students preparing in a year or so for high school!  (We have a wish list item to provide an ipad to every teacher with a second wish to provide ipads for class work to all Middle School students.  Teachers first as a warm-up for instructing students) 
        Please see the parent letter for a listing of some of the programs that will be used by all of our students.  They were chosen because they are excellent and provide teacher management systems that will help teachers understand how students are progressing with the skills being taught.  The data generated will help teachers plan face to face and online goals and objectives.  The data generated is also expected to help the teacher explain to parents just how proficient a child is based on the learning criteria used in the various programs.  
… We believe that every child is gifted and every child has a special need!  We think this blended learning opportunity will help us identify both.  We know that our emphasis on a small class size will allow us to continue to individualize the instruction.  Often the exciting things you hear about from other schools is limited to the “gifted student” but that is rarely part of the information reported.  I know that because children who have transferred in have mentioned things they did not do in their other school that they can do here.  (ie, going to the Environmental Center, Challenger Learning Center, etc.) What we do here is open to all children and is only limited by the willingness of the student to work hard or sometimes there are pre-set program eligibility guidelines such as are given in the Bishop Canevin 8th Year Program.

Funds ….
Summer is a slow time for us because school is out and tuition, plus profit from fundraisers, takes a vacation also.  90% of our families elect to pay in 10 month installments so August is usually a better month. We are grateful to the parish for their support at this time but hope that you will be able to return the Tuition Acknowledgement with a payment so that we can have a healthier bank account when payroll comes due in August.

…  MARKET DAY order forms and online specials are available until Monday, August 8 for pick-up on Saturday, August 13.  We need your help! The summer sale gives us an additional % of profit because not many places do a “summer sale”.    I have a bet with our Representative that we can pass the 51 customer count that we had for our June Sale!  Please help me win! (We get an additional % profit in sales as mentioned above)  As an incentive I am declaring Monday August 28 … the first full day of school … a SPIRIT DAY.   All families with a Market Day order of any size will get Spirit Day “out of uniform passes” for all of the children in their family.  The pass will be good on August 28, 2011!    If you are not ordering but you have a neighbor who is they can get the passes for your children.  I’ll need their name before August 13.
…Summer SCRIP orders should come in now for a Market Day Pick-up on August 13.
Please put ATT Joie Rupinsky on the envelope.

… www.mylanclassic.com  is the email address for those who would purchase passes to the week long event held at Southpointe August 29 through Sept. 4.  It is more than just a Golf Tournament.  It is a week of activities which includes an evening concert at the Meadows.  A ground or club pass is your ticket to 24/7 of the activities all week.  If you can’t do them all you can lend your ticket to a neighbor.  We have a special link also but if you go to the main site, click on tickets and highlight “Holy Child Parish/School” you get the passes and we get 100% of the money paid.  We are a nonprofit and your gift is tax deductible.  Find the relatives and friends or do an email blast to alert everyone you know about this great opportunity.  Last year five people who purchased in our name meant that we received a total of $775.00 for our school’s operating budget.  We fry a lot of fish to make that amount … this Nationwide PGA Golf Outing is less work and promises to be lots of fun!  Check out the website for all of the activities.
If you are buying gas for your car using the Giant Eagle’s GetGo and you are not paying with the Giant Eagle Grocery certificates that we sell we are losing money.  For every $100 you spend for gas we could be earning $5 and you would be credited with $4 earned in your FSF account.   It means using a check or cash instead of a credit card but it’s worth it considering the price of a gallon of gas. (I’m not sure if the same works at the Shop n Save / Sunoco Stations.)
Do you like Soccer???  Would you like to work with a great group of Kids?
The Holy Child Athletic Association is gearing up for the Fall Soccer Season.  We have a number of people who will assist the coach but we still need a “coach!”  (Mr. Egan retired from the position but is still here to give advice when asked to do so.)  The team usually practices on Friday nights and the games are on Saturday afternoons.  The season runs from August through October.  Pass this message on to the Dad or Mom who may not read this “News” if you think they are a good candidate for the job.  We have a great group of kids who have had excellent coaching because our volunteers really are dedicated.  Maybe we have a Preschool or Primary parent who should see this call for help because they love soccer and could do the job!  We would like to identify a coach ASAP.  If they have not volunteered before at Holy Child they need to get clearances and should call Sister Barbara Anne.
……If you would like to know more about the Athletic Association and how you might help (even if your children are not old enough to be a member of the team) call or email school at stholychild@comcast.net.  We will forward your message to Mr. Egan,  
