


          August 3, 2011

You will find a number of good programs have been added to our schedule.  Some like The Accelerated Reader,  FirstinMath, K to 8 Power a computer Literacy Program have been renewed.

The newest additions include:
The Concord Consortium, a nonprofit organization, is working with Pennsylvania on an exciting project called SmartGraphs, and we were invited to participate.  SmartGraphs is new web-based software that provides lessons designed to scaffold and deepen student learning about graphs and the concepts represented in graphs. The National Science Foundation funds the project.  

Teachers often  experience the following problems:

 

-       Students cannot identify the meaning of a point on a graph.

-       Students cannot translate slope into a meaningful concept, such as speed.

-       Students do not understand how movement should be represented in a graph, or what motions are shown in a particular graph.

-       SmartGraphs software, used by teachers and students to supplement typical 
     instruction, is intended to help overcome these types of problems.

 

The SmartGraphs team invited PA teachers of 8th or 9th grade physical science to participate in this two-year study of the effectiveness of the SmartGraphs software. Mrs. Lucinda Cole accepted the invitation to include our school in this exciting learning opportunity.  Mrs. Cole is spending two days in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania at a teacher training to be prepared for this two year project!  
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  When school opens in August Holy Child Catholic will be  introducing a Bridge to Reading Proficiency for struggling readers in third year and beyond.

In the primary levels  students first learned to read and they had time to practice their oral reading  fluency skills   Teachers modeled good oral reading and student progress was assessed as the student read aloud.  At the Intermediate Level students need to make the transition from learning to read to reading-to-learn.  Modeling silent reading and ensuring effective independent practice is the challenge faced by teachers in these levels.  The goal is to build independence and confidence in reading in these levels.

Holy Child is piloting this program that uses 21st century technology to provide a window into students’ independent silent reading, allowing teachers to monitor their practice, ability, and progress as never before.  RP models effective silent reading, creating independent proficient readers ready to meet the demands of upper grades.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Please note that the First in Math usernames and passwords that the children used last year have expired and new codes will be sent to us.   This program is an excellent way to keep sharp on math facts and, because it moves you up when you show proficiency for any one objective, it also challenges you to discover new things.  One young man discovered negative numbers before they were presented because he moved up in the program.  He was excited when he was able to talk about how he discovered them.  It looks like a game … it is not a game!  
