*Full Day Kindergarten at Holy Child Catholic

When a child enters our kindergarten he / she enters an academically oriented, age appropriate, full day program that has been part of the total Holy Child Catholic (St. Agatha until July 1, 1994) for more than forty years.  We are one of the oldest full day kindergarten programs in the South Hills area.  Our curriculum goals meet the educational requirements of the Diocese of Pittsburgh and the State of Pennsylvania.   Our total K through 8 program has been approved by the NCEA (National Catholic Education Association) and by the MSA (Middle States Association of Small Colleges and Schools).   Our website can be found at www.ces-msa.org  then click on DOAS to find us.
Holy Child Catholic School Philosophy

Holy Child Catholic School practices a catholic philosophy which sees each child as a unique person, made to the image and likeness of God.  Redeemed by Christ, the child is destined to be one with Him.  Family and school cooperate in creating an atmosphere that reflects the Spirit of Jesus, where each child may develop a deep faith in God.  Chief among our purposes at Holy Child Catholic is to have the child understand that he / she is a child of God and loved by Him.  A willingness to live the message of our Catholic faith and to share with the community through services to God, Church, and Community is our goal.


In academic pursuits the child is encouraged to achieve to the best of his / her ability, aiming to obtain the skills necessary to live effectively as an adult.  The child is encouraged in a strong sense of community which shows itself in service to each other within and outside the school community.


Through public and private worship the child demonstrates his / her faith in God and belief in catholic values based on the Good News of Jesus Christ.



* ½ Day Kindergarten is an option for families.

Based on family requests / needs we began our 3 day preschool programs in 1995.  We have received several requests each year for a ½ day kindergarten option.  We have accepted ½ day enrollments for several years now.   We have set the kindergarten schedule so that those who are staying for ½ day are dismissed when the full day group is headed to lunch in the cafeteria.  If we had enough children for the ½ day program we would open a second kindergarten for the ½ day group.  
HOLY CHILD CATHOLIC SCHOOL:






A school you cam believe in!

Holy Child Kindergarten:  Order of the Day
Students arrive on school district busses between 7:45 am and 8:00 am.  Chartiers Valley, South Fayette, Canon McMillan, Carlynton, Peters Township, Upper Saint Clair, and Fort Cherry.  In the past we have had students from Bethel Park and West Allegheny.  (A portion of your school district has to be within 10 miles of our school in order for them to provide transportation to Holy Child!)
8:00 am
Our day begins!


Upon arrival we report to the Cafeteria.  At 8:00 am we go to our homeroom where we have free choice time until 8:20 am.  Free choice time may include simple work papers, games puzzles, computer work, classroom library, manipulative, clay, chalk board activities, etc.

8:20 am
Opening Exercises


Prayers, songs, calendar, weather, counting, flag salute and sharing (thoughts and things)

9:00 am until 11:20 am
Language Arts and Math

Presentation of skills from our SUPERKIDS program. As well as our Scott Foresman Math program.   A wide variety of activities are introduced to help children practice, reinforce and enrich skills taught.
SNACK TIME 10:15 until 10:40 am.  Students bring a snack from home and enjoy a brief recess, story or movement exercise.

11:20 am until 11:45 am
 Religion
Our children continue to discover that God made their world and loves them very much.  Throughout their day we focus on these two facts in everything we do.  During this period we use our religion text to learn more about God, Jesus and Mary and all of the Saints.  They learn how to thank God for our Mom and Dad, our friends, pets and even our little brother and sister!  They’ll discover God loves them and made each one of them special.  Faith formation is reflected in all they do throughout their day.

12:00 pm until 1:00 pm  Lunch / Recess

Parent volunteers work with our cafeteria manager, Mrs. Mary Shuplock. They come at least once a month for a 2 hour work period.  Duties include helping to prepare the serving area, serving the meal, supervision in the lunch room, helping to open milk cartons, etc.  Parents may be asked to supervise recess at times.  Recess follows the lunch period.  In nice weather we are outside in a fenced in area near the rectory / parish center.  In bad weather we have free choice time in our classroom. 
1:00 pm until 2:30 pm The Afternoon schedule includes:  
Quiet Time / Rest Language Arts continued.  Science & Social Studies are closely interwoven with our language arts, math and religion curriculum. Art work is an outgrowth of our academic activities. We cut, paste, color, work with clay, etc.  We learn to follow directions.  At times we use our own ideas to develop our imagination and creative abilities.  In addition to our daily art activities, the children are scheduled to work with the school’s Art Teacher one period each week for a formal art class.   Dramatic  play, records, computer activities, videos, etc., are also part of the day.  The Physical Education, Art and Music teachers all spend time with the kindergarten class in the afternoon one day per week.
2:30 pm
Preparation for Dismissal

2:45 pm
Dismissal   students are taken to their school bus or meet their rides at the
             gym entrance to the school.  Students with notes for Extended Day report to the
             School cafeteria.

3:00 pm
Children in kindergarten can sign up for After School Bowling (3:00 / 5:00) or chess Instruction (3:00 until 4:00) in the Fall and in the Spring.  The Extended Day program is available every day, including the 11:30 dismissal dates.  Students must be picked up by 6:00 pm.  There is a separate fee for the Extended Day service.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
Important things to know about kindergarten:
1) No birthday invitations will be passed out unless they are for:

a) all the boys    b) all the girls
c) the entire class
2) Addresses or telephone numbers will be available when the PTG Family Directory is
      completed and distributed to school families.  The PTG sends a form requesting permission to
      publish your name, address, telephone number and email address at the beginning of the school 
      year.
3) Students need a pillow that is kept in their classroom.  The pillow size should be   approximately 12” X 12”, oversized pillows will be sent home.  No pillow people. Pillows are used during quiet time and are sent home periodically to be washed.
4) Tennis shoes and jeans are not worn to school except on special “jean days”.  A note is usually sent home telling you a “jean day” is scheduled.  Jeans are never worn on Thursday which is our Mass Day.

5) Students change into tennis shoes for gym.
6) Students are marked tardy if they arrive after 8:00 am unless their bus was late.

7) If your child is not to ride the bus home, is to go to extended day, or will be pick-up by someone othan than the parent, please send a note to let us know.  Children are signed out in the school’s office for an early dismissal, etc.

.

8) Children who need to be dropped off early in the AM are to be brought to the cafeteria.
9) Parents are asked to get clearances in order to be able to volunteer in kindergarten activities.  The diocesan web site gives you the basic information for getting the Protect the Children clearances that are now required of all people who come in contact with our children at school. Our goal is to encourage parents to be active members of this parish / school community. 
10) Unless a family is paying full tuition (total cost per child) such as a non parishioner pays) parents are required to assist in the fund raising activities needed to balance the school’s operating budget.  60% of our budget is funded through the tuition yield.  25% of our budget is funded by the parish subsidy.  The other 15% is funded through Bequests, Donations and General Fund raising.   The PTG supports an FSF Program allowing all families to meet the fund raising needs of the school.  Those who meet their goal can continue to support FSF programs with credit going to the year’s tuition balance.
